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LIFE17 GIE/ES/000515
Aquatic Invasive Alien Species of Freshwater and Estuarine Systems: Awareness and 
Prevention in the Iberian Peninsula

o LIFE Environmental Governance & Information (GIE)
o Nov 2018 – Oct 2023 (5 years)
o Budget: 3,075,139 € 

What is LIFE INVASAQUA?

Partners

Cofinancier

Coordination
UMU- University of Murcia
SIBIC - Iberian Society of Ichthylogy
IUCN - International Union for Conservation of Nature
ASPEA - Associação Portuguesa Educação Ambiental
EFE – EFE Agency
USC – University of Santiago de Compostela
UNAV – University of Navarra
UEV – University of Évora
MNCN (CSIC) – Spanish National Museum of Natural
 Sciences & National Research Council



Objectives:
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1. Support the EU Reg. implementation on IAS by  creating 
synergies between knowledge building and management 
stakeholders.
❑  Decision-makers, scientists, NGOs & consultancies

2. Improve the Iberian capacity for EWRR (Early Warning and Rapid 
Response) by increasing awareness and training target groups.
❑ Surveillance agents, river & estuary users, knowledge multipliers, 

education sector and commercial sector

3. Raise general public awaresness about the threats caused by 
aquatic IAS.
❑  General public



@LifeInvasaqua

What actions?

– Governance
Diagnosis & Management tools

– Replicability & Transferability
Sessions, Workshops and Networking on IAS topics

– Communication, training & awareness
Campaigns addressed to key target groups;
Campaign for general public; Citizen science
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Governance

@LifeInvasaqua

Diagnosis & management tools and updated information addressed to experts:
decision makers in administrations, scientists & technicians in NGOs and consultancies.
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Governance actions
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Diagnosis & management tools and updated information: technical reports

Alien species
(present)

326

Alien species
(invasive potential)

272

HS exercise:
Black list :126 IAS
Alert list: 89 IAS

+60 IAS experts
 of ES & PT
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Governance actions
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50 47

1. STRENGTHENING THE INSTITUTIONAL 
AND LEGAL FRAMEWORKS FOR 
TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION.

2. UPDATING, EXCHANGE AND 
TRANSFER OF INFORMATION.

3. PREVENTION, MONITORING, EARLY 
WARNING AND RAPID RESPONSE.

4. MONITORING, CONTAINMENT, 
CONTROL AND ERADICATION.

5. ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION AND 
HABITAT MANAGEMENT.

6. APPLIED RESEARCH TO IMPROVE 
MANAGEMENT CAPACITY.

7. STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT AND 
PUBLIC AWARENESS.

Diagnosis & management tools and updated information: technical reports
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Governance actions

►DIAGNOSIS AND MANAGEMENT TOOLS: Iberian IAS Database-Carta de Invasoras
General information on +200 aquatic IAS taxa and +16,000 geo-referenced records on the
presence of IAS together with the bibliographic references.

IBERMIS platform:
Carta de Invasoras + EASIN + Citizen Science

https://eei.sibic.org
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Governance actions

►Events
Synergies between experts:  knowledge transfer
and cooperation

II INVASAQUA FORUM
CSIC-MNCN, Madrid (May 2023)

Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the Demographic 
Challenge, Madrid (May 2023)

+ 40 conferences and workshops
+ 2,300 experts
Participation in +40 events 
addressed to experts 
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Communication, training & awareness

(1) Campaigns addressed to key target groups
(2) Campaigns addressed to the public
(3) Citizen Science
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Communication, training & awareness

www.lifeinvasaqua.com

@LifeInvasaqua 

Your opinion matters! 
Study of stakeholders' 
perceptions (UEV)
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(2) Campaigns addressed to the public
Communication, training & awareness

ITINERANT EXHIBITION

+ 18 locations in Spain and Portugal 
+ 100,000 visitors
8 train stations

250 events
251 entities

+2,000 participants



(3) Citizen Science

Iberian module of the 
“IAS in Europe” JRC app

Communication, training & awareness

Events and training on 
IAS data collection

IBERMIS Platform

+118 species

www.ibermis.org +10 events to engage 
people  in collecting

 IAS data 



Replicability & Transferability



Transferability & replicability
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Results so far
Up to 09/2023:

o More than 560 dissemination and 

communication events (+400 organized)

o More than 127,370 participants reached 

related to 11 key sectors (+100,000 expo visitors) 

o More than 620 publications (technical reports, 

scientific and non-scientific publications, participation 
in conferences, press releases etc)

o More than 170 collaborations in radio and tv 
(interviews, reports, videos etc) 

@LifeInvasaqua  5,763 followers
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Main achievements
1) Improvement of the management efficiency through knowledge building

• Updated priority lists, pathways, etc.
• Definition of strategic lines of action
• Identification of synergies between scientists and managers
• Complementary databases to fill knowledge gaps on IAS distribution

2) Improve the EWRR capacity of key sectors
• Dedicated training (surveillance agents, teachers, information points etc)
• Campaigns to improve awareness (Clean-Check-Dry, Stop Comercio Invasoras)
• Creation of tools and materials (codes of conducts, website, didactic guides etc.)
3) Increase public awareness about IAS impacts
• Touring exhibition
• Citizen science
• International events (SEI 2021-2026, etc)
• Study of public perceptions through questionnaires

 



https://neobiota.pensoft.net/article/148744/



https://www.speco.pt/sei
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THANK YOU!

Celia López-Cañizares
LIFE INVASAQUA Coordination team

University of Murcia
celia.lopez10@um.es

Invasive alien species in the Danube 
Region – IAS of regional concern
March 4, 2026. 
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