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• Objective (Art 1) - prevent, minimise and mitigate the adverse impact on 

biodiversity of the introduction and spread within the Union, both 

intentional and unintentional, of IAS.

• At the core of the Regulation: list of IAS of Union concern = species for 

which concerted action at Union level is required

• Based on criteria & risk assessment

• Dynamic list, developed and updated with the assistance of

• Scientific Forum (advice on scientific questions)

• Committee (agreement of Member States)

The IAS regulation: Basic elements



Action triggered by the Union list

• Prevention of new introductions or further spread

• Restrictions on intentional activities (Art 7) such as imported into the Union

kept, bred, grown, sold, transported or released into the environment

• Pathway management to tackle unintentional

• introductions (Art 13)

• Early detection and rapid eradication of new populations

• Surveillance & official controls (Art 14 & 15)

• Early detection and notification (Art 16)

• Rapid eradication (Art 17)

• Management of established IAS

• Management measures for widely spread species (Art 19)



Horizon scanning report 

• 1 year process​

• Both methodology and species​

• List of 160 IAS to be considered for listing​

• 57 high risk species​

• Considerations for genera with large amount of invasives​

• Whole study available in the publication office 
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Risk Assessments

• Risk Assessments are needed for any decision on listing or de-listing a specieson

the Union list 

• Commission drafts 8 risk assessments a year by taxonomic experts

• Member States can propose risk assessments as well

• All risk assessments can be found on CIRCA and are public

• Anytime during the drafting phase input is welcome



Scientific forum

• Gives scientific advice on all matters related to the IAS regulation

• Looks at robustness and scientific quality of risk assessments

• They give feedback on the risk assessments

• Approve them before they go to the IAS Committee

• Each Member State nominates one expert to the Committee, who are free to 

consult other experts if needed



European Commission

• Drafts the Commission proposal (implementing act)

• This proposal contains all species proposed

• Organises the public consultation

• Responds to the public feedback

• Feedback welcome, but late in the process



IAS Committee

• Representatives of the Member States

• Before the voting is informed of the public feedback

• Vote on implementing acts by qualified majority

• At least 55% of the Member States (16 out of 27) representing at least 65% of the EU 

population



4th update: 26 IAS added to list of Union concern in 2025



4th update: 26 IAS added to list of Union concern in 2025 



Regional cooperation 

• Article 22 promotes regional cooperation by

• Member States that share a river basin in line with article 2 of the Water Framework directive

• Using existing structures is encouraged

• The Commission at Member State request can give additional support to this cooperation 



Regional cooperation 

• Article 11 promotes regional cooperation by

• Providing the option for list of IAS of regional concern

• Species can be selected from the national IAS lists especially when enhanced regional cooperation is 

needed

• Member States can involve the Commission to ensure application of certain articles of the IAS regulation 

such as:  pathway management action plans, notifications and surveillance



IAS Rapid Response fund



IAS Rapid Response fund

• https://speciesgrants.iucn.org/

• Small grants programme to facilitate rapid eradication

• Runs from June 2025 until February 2027

• Pilot project 

https://speciesgrants.iucn.org/


IAS Rapid Response fund

• Grants between 10.000 and 50.000 euro

• Projects should last up to 12 months

• Aimed at IAS eradication

• CSO, Academic institutions and governmental organisations

are all eligible  if they are based in the EU (Overseas areas 

where the Nature directives are applicable are as well 

eligible). 



IAS Rapid Response fund

• Projects must target invasive alien species of animals 
or plants, including macroalgae (i.e. fungi and 
microorganisms are not covered); 

• ii. The species must be alien to the location of 
introduction. The species can be native to other parts 
of the country or area, however, is this is the case, it 
should be proven to be alien in the location of 
introduction

• And early stage of eradication 
• IAS definition is broader than IAS of Union, regional 

or national concern and could cover domestic species 



Other funding options



Any questions? 


