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European Union Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR)

e Adopted by the Commision in 2010 and endorsed by the EC in 2011
Intends to develop coordinated policies and actions in the area of the river basin, reinforcing the
commitments of Europe 2020 towards the smart, sustainable and inclusive growth based on four
pillars and twelve priority areas

e Akey element is coordination, by encouraging the increase in the level and quality of network
activities, strengthening the existing regional and interregional cooperation but also fostering new
cooperation

e The Strategy is not focusing on funding - The Danube Transnational Programme provides co-
financing the activities carried out by the Priority Area Coordinators (PACs) of the EUSDR

* 14 participating countries

9 EU MS: Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia,
« 5 Non-EU countries: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia, Ukraine

* 115 million inhabitants
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EUSDR vs. Interreg

« EUSDR = EU Macro-Regional Strategy for the Danube Region  PACs
» no funding, but strategic political instrument, e.g. to:

* interlink different regional/national strategies

+ foster linkages among transnational value chains

« harmonise different funding schemes

* Interreg Danube Transnational Programme (DTP)
»financing instrument of the EU structural funds
« different priorities (Innovation, Environment/Culture, Connectivity, Governance)
« 85% co-fiancing
 support of the EUSDR (projects and governance)
 not the only instrument for funding the EUSDR!
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EUSDR - Pillars and Priority Areas

Building

Protecting the
Prosperty

Connecting the
Environment

Region

PA 7: Knowledge Society

PA 1a: Waterways Mobility PA 4: Water Qualit
: Water Quality

PA 1b: Rail-Road-Air Mobility

PA 5: Environmental Risks

PA 2: Sustainable Energy

PA 9: People and Skills

PA 6: Biodiversity and Landscapes

PA 3: Culture and Tourism

MINISTRY OF DANUBE REGlON\

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE
OF HUNGARY
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Nemzeti Fejlesztési

Kozpont

Strengthening
the Region

PA 10: Institutional Capacity and Cooperation
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PA 11: Security
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EUSDR PRIORITY AREA 8 (PA 8)
Competitiveness of enterprises

PA 8 is one of 12 Priority Areas of the European Union Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR).

 PA 8 is coordinated by Baden-Wurttemberg and Croatia.

g ~ C : S
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PA 8 aims to support the competitiveness of enterprises in the Danube Region. The project's main
objective is to further support the effective and efficient EUSDR implementation through well
established structures of EUSDR and PA 8 support for SMEs including the Working Groups, close
and intense cooperation between Steering Group members and other relevant stakeholders.

Baden-Wurttemberg and Croatia have assumed responsibility for increasing resilience and
competitiveness in key areas of businesses in the EUSDR, which offers great opportunities for
further develoment of work of the PA 8 activities in the Danube Region

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE DANUBE REGION OF COMMERCE
OF HUNGARY

Rereskedelmi
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ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE OF PA 8

 National Coordinators

 Priority Area Coordinators (2 countries per priority): Germany/BW: Carmen Hawkins &
Croatia: Karmen Maricic

« Steering Group (governmental representatives)

« Working Groups (business support organizations, SME, universities etc.)
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Main actions of PA 8:

 To foster cooperation and exchange of knowledge between SMEs, creative industry,
academia, the public sector and civil society in areas of competence in the Danube
Region.

« Establishment of an Innovative Digital Ecosystem in the Danube Region in order to
support SMEs when tackling the challenges of a digitalized world.

* Improvement of framework conditions, support programs and capacity building of
stakeholders, to enhance the collaboration between cluster initiatives and regional
innovation strategies, with an accent on rural areas.

« To improve business support to strengthen the innovative and digital capacities of
female-led-SMEs

 Enhance the application of Artificial Intelligence (Al) technologies in the Danube

Region.
. . . g 1850
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EUSDR PA 8
Competitiveness of enterprises

 Priority Area Coordination team members are
o Carmen Hawkins (Ministry of Economic Affairs, Labour and Tourism Baden-
Wurttemberg)
o Karmen Marici¢ (Croatian Ministry of Economy)
Helia Kovacevic Grcic (Croatian Ministry of Economy) and
o Alexandra Golz (Ministry of Economic Affairs, Labour and Tourism Baden-
Wurttemberg).

O

* PA 8 Website: https://competitiveness.danube-region.eu/
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Tasks of PA 8

« Two PA 8 Steering Group Meetings per year
o Members are Representatives of Economic Ministries of the 14 Danube Countries
Working Group Coordinators
PA 8 Danube Youth Council members
Representatives of DSP and DG REGIO
Observers

O O O O

 Embedding
» Steering Group Meetings - Combined with bigger events/WG meetings
* Influencing national policies and focus on improving the competitiveness of SMEs in the Danube

region
g D 1850° o
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Tasks of PA 8

* Reqgular information about Funding opportunities sent to Steering Group
members as multipliers in their country

11 / September 2025

* Invitation to Thematic events

DANUBE REGION\

L]

» Support of policy development

Dear EUSDR Priority Area Coordinators,
. " on behalf of the Danube 5trategy Point, please find below information about the latest

) S u O rt Of PA 8 fl a S h I ro e Cts calls promoted at EuroAccess. The calls were pre-selected according to the thematic
focus of your Priority Area and might be of interest to you and your stakeholders!
Within the framework of various funding instruments, selected calls have been
published. This newsletter covers calls for the following instruments/programmes:

([

S u p po rt to d eve I O p m e nt Of PA 8 fI a g S h i p p roj e CtS « Driving Urban Transitions Partnerschaft (DUT) tackling urban challenges. Thro-

ugh research and innovation and capacity building, it enables local authorities
and municipalities, service and infrastructure providers, and citizens to trans-
late global strategies into local action. It develops the skills and tools to make
urban change happen and boost the urgently needed urban transformations
towards a sustainable future with enhanced quality of life in cities;

+ European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) is an integral part of Hori-
zon Europe, the EU’s Framework Programme for Research and Innovation. Its
mission is to create jobs and deliver sustainable and smart growth;

» EU4Health Programme, adopted as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic and
to reinforce crisis preparedness in the EU. The EU4Health programme contri-
butes to long-term health challenges by building stronger, more resilient and
more accessible health systems;

+» Horizon Europe - Cluster 5 "Climate, Energy and Mobility”, aiming to fight
climate change by better understanding its causes, evolution, risks, impacts and
opportunities, and by making the energy and transport sectors more climate
and environment-friendly, more efficient and competitive, smarter, safer and
mnre recilisnt:
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PA 8 — Working Groups

Aims, Objectives and Functionality:

e Given the complexity of the tasks of the Priority Area 8, it was imperative to set up Working
Groups. Their role is to reveal, synthesize and present concrete projects, which are in line with

the Actions set for the Danube Region Strategy by Priority Area 8
e The Priority Area Coordinators together with the Steering Group established six thematic

Working Groups

AND INDUSTRY
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PA 8 — Working Groups

WG — Digital Danube

WG — Innovation and Technology Transfer

WG — Female Entrepreneurship

WG — Clusters and Regional Development WG — Circular Economy and Bioeconomy
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Flagship projects

« Danube Strategy Flagships are projects or processes that contribute to the
implementation of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR), have a clear
macro-regional dimension and a multi-level governance approach.

« They are of high importance for the Danube Region’s economic, social and territorial
cohesion and for improving the quality of life in the Danube Region

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE
AND INDUSTRY
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Flagship projects

In the framework of our cooperation in the EUSDR PA 8 we handed over the Certificates in Stuttgart on 8 May
2025 at the congress “Virtual Worlds — Experience Opportunities in the Metaverse”.

The new 2025 PA 8 Danube Flagships are:

TEX-DAN — Moving forward with circularity in textile and fashion value chains
Repre?ented by Zoltan Bendo, South-Transdanubian Regional Tnnovation Agency, HU, Leadpariner of the
projec

SpinlT — Boosting T Spin-offs and Smart Specialisation in Danube Region
Represented by Mirza Sikiri¢, Zenica Development Agency ZEDA, BiH, Leadpariner of the project

DRWO4.0 — Danube . Region Wood |Industry Transformation Model towards Industry 4.0

JI[Rr’lepres.en’g[ed by Danijela Saric Bartolovic and Ivan Ambros, Competence Cenfre [td, HR, also leadpariner of
e projec

All three projects are funded by Interreg Danube Region Programme
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FLAGSHIP PROJECTS

Flagship projects

PA8 Flagship Project 2024:
DECIDE

EU-STRATEGY FOR THE DANUBE REGION

PAS8 Flagship project 2024:
PLAN C

PAS8 Flagship Project 2024:
WE.Circular

.danube-region.eu

PA 8 Flagship Project Danube
Transfer Centre Network

PA 8 Flagship Project BrAIn
(BRINGING ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE TOWARDS
SMEs)

Danube Alliance — The
flagship project of Priority
Area 8 was successfully
completed
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Current activities of PA 8

Study Identification of Lighthouse Projects and Communication measures

* Lighthouse Projects in three fields
« Greentech, Circular Economy, Bioeconomy
« Digitisation, Artificial Intelligence, Metaverse, Virtual Worlds
« Supply Chains, Finance

« Communication measures
« Workshops (8.5.2025 Stuttgart, 5.-6.11.2025 Sarajevo)
* Publication on PA 8 Website
* Presentations
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Current activities of PA 8
Project development

« Short study on the current economic situation in Ukraine,
 |dentification of thematic fields and stakeholders in Ukraine,
* Implementation of two hybrid Workshops and

» development of Project Concepts

with the goal to establish flagship projects for the Priority Area 8 (PA8) of the EU Strategy
for the Danube Region (EUSDR) in cooperation with Ukrainian stakeholders

The initiative is possible through funding of the Interreg Danube Region Programme and
the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Labour and Tourism Baden-Wurttemberg, embedded in
the activities of PA 8 to support competitiveness of enterprises.

The contactors are VDI/VDE-IT GmbH and Ukrainian Institute for International Politics

°°°°°°
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Outlook - upcoming activities of PA 8
Thematic exchange site visit

»Organization of a thematic exchange study trip in cooperation with the coordinators of WG
Circular Economy and Bioeconomy, on the territory of the Danube microregion in Croatia, in mid-

2026

» The goal is for members of the WG and companies, SME sector to become more familiar with
examples of good practice in the Danube macroregion and to make contacts for future
cooperation and raising competitiveness

> Visits to regional "success stories”, policy makers institutions and SMEs along the same value
chain, estimated length several days, contribute to strengthen networking and future project
development. Thematic framework proposed:

e collection and recycling of discarded textile products and textile waste
e the role of social entrepreneurship in the process of collection and recycling of textiles
e connecting the commercial SME sector and social entrepreneurship on examples of textile

recycling g
..... “
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Outlook - upcoming activities of PA 8

14th EUSDR ANNUAL FORUM, Sarajevo 4 - 6 November 2025

Participation of PA 8:

» EUSDR PA 8 Event (DECIDE - Digital Services for Circular Economy - a Toolbox for
Regional Developers & SME

» Danube Transfer Centre Network Ceremony (PA 8, RAIS, SERDA)

» Steering Group Meeting EUSDR PA 8

» EUSDR PA 8: Workshop on Lighthouse Initiatives from the Danube Region

» EUSDR PA 8: Working Group meeting on Circular Economy and Bioeconomy

» Digitalisation, boost for competitiveness, sustainability and growth (EUSDR PA 8, IDDEEA)

» EUSDR PA 8 - Workshop on Lighthouse Initiatives from the Danube Region

» Public Conference on EUSDR PA 8 DECIDE project
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Login

DANUBE REGION
strategy

FUNDING & FINANCING E-MATERIALS CONTACTUS

ABOUTUS NEWS EVENTS PROJECTS

Main News

pROJ ECT > DRWO4 .0
DEVELOPMENT = |

SUMMIN

with focus on

UKRAINE

_ on A

Latest News Upcoming Events

Mid-term dissemination event of the project TEX-DAN NOVEMBER 2025

14TH EUSDR ANNUAL
FORUM @
EVENT

D 30.06.2025 ) DETAIL
‘ DEVELOPMENT Project Development with focus on Ukraine - Study, -
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Contact:

Carmen Hawkins & Karmen Maricic
Priority Area Coordinators of the PA8 of the EUSDR

Carmen Hawkins Karmen Marici¢

Ministry of Economic Affairs, Labour and Tourism Ministry of Economy
Baden-Wiurttemberg Croatia

Schlossplatz 4 (Neues Schloss) - 70173 Stuttgart 10000 Zagreb, Ulica grada Vukovara 78
Phone: +49 (0)711 123-2953 +385(0) 1 610 6292
carmen.hawkins@wm.bwl.de karmen.maricic@mingo.hr

http://competitiveness.danube-region.eu
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